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REBELS
WITH

A
CAUSE

Early design
students tested
the status quo

of education

.and society

Primo Angeli of San Francisco




| Besign students of the
- 1950s and '60s had Buckminster Fuller as

i their guru and the problems of the worlg

- as their textbook. Decades later what do they
| recall about their courses and what mpact
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“E s l""n hefore GO0 penple

aatherad on 1l Canp w o areond e
worlid,and he '-'I:*'.L".; fy them abont hooman con
mication and cooperaton. He whkl dwem —all the
pedlitieal theosies and all the congeps of political
funetions s obsolue” Take wway deolgics

aud prliticians Letqeople e g il

BT

the eneray Looron ey, and osankind will suevive,

His words rane oo e ball = The ssseney
[ the sworlkds working will be i make every mn

dble o Begome o workl Wl el e paon

the whiols T CO U T L TR

timie, il

ih, 2oing wi

e btk cstre of all the peeds of 2l his
i ihiays withet any irterfectase with
obheT e Al never it the gost of another mans
eoea] freedom and advantase’
[t Buckminster swis the m
b wits e settine, an urernetional congeess eld
ab S0 I 1963t preomate new standands in s
CONMTILTNCANONS Al Archiect, m athematichn,
srjseer, il inversrs Fuller bl achieved v (e
e of the congress a distinguished |':|| ation
Tis gy fn views and s sensilivn
.'-‘|:||1|':[ When Marshall MeLhan of Canada wenl
v the podivnme he tobd the crowd, 5 have
feanl af e in dan i ||*| doman ke Buckmins.
fer |"I Iu Mikes M loe shatteringly humble”
Fullor's gerdus sivel s differsm resction
the vourg s a0 associate of .‘.~: 5 Lepar

ment af Desigen frome 1950 through 1971, Fuller
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[
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stimutated the students mellect and creatiany and

lecame for mane of them ogueds He introdueed
thern 1o the sworld e exborted them o belp eon-
Serve resources dnd
Hig was the mme
dml when 18

o desinn hettor snial svsiems
ol them o Corbuondale,
arved (hey fowd o the Depar
ment of Design sonething remirkable
Ly an othersise sl corier of 1he
gronp of faculty el created
|l||1 ¢l the atbent

toms, i desiene

Frmversity

Wt b reries

= from 0

erchitects. etlucs-

b

i COUnNErEs.

Buckminster Full-
ep and the geo-
tlesic dome he
tesigned for the
1364 World's Fair
in Montreal.

il [ortrany Al cap-

departients liberal, sepsitive

ichors (oase Jeul o

aued philosophical

Fheth aod tew bl formal
e stidemts o leamn
el career skills. Thes
it i seudeies the desie wfind solutioms w
the proflems of niankind, particularh
bies of food, shelter o

SIS it e
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somedlinge cther tlea echs

the necess-
.|I|I. L'.II||-: 'i"II

A Wit e o
and it o wigue
W were just spell-
reci b lonmnus Ress Parkersen =39 1

im |'l='||'
L in bigber edogition
i the Lolversitys .=|:.a'*..-|";
|"'.""- |.|_.|
Fodler emgaps] us o differen
abenit 1ife ol about sl we
sefves toomake 4

n:..‘i:lu Fulles first Tew vestrs an cmpus, hie

e ost ttenting w0 his Ideas for oeadesio dimes
bl oy they could transfoem thé campus, I
1950 he saud e would atempt 1o consieact here

£, e he put stu-

s mathematics for the 167 -foo
project; The .I:~|'1-- ".-'"I"l] I\- R
.1||r'i-'."|rica|*- nf e

vl o wit

contribution in seeen”

the workl's Tirgest peodesic dome
dents o work o i
dameter
TS

(BRI

s il
AR HIARS RIETreEs. \IJ Haa -'-':IH |'.||.|||l.| [ Cin
struct this butlding, but i 1962 another project—
culled the Baske Wias sl Lp tenipo
earily osn campus by desien senlors, I design, said
Puller. was “the oest difficult peoblent ever at-
lemipted in applied spherleal trigonsmetry”

‘e lecturer, Fuller enthmalled hisaudivnce,

thy o stage and rambled
the Lo of

v Dome”

‘Hie witlked back dd &

At the three-day
Vision 65 con-
gress held at
SIUC, participants
explored all facets
of human commu-
nications.

ey sl on with e noles, ust tdking off
[ris Diead ™ sans William Coter 69
bt of things Lo say™ His leetures neeasionadly
Lasgend Four o fiver Tistrs, “hul sou Koo, evervone
i e sudience slaved Nebody left He was a very
I'.i.xl‘.||1:1‘.i|._~_= it watch”

1 '|'-E earhy 1960k, Fullers Carbondale dome
|1“ e stil] stdimie an Forest Avenoe and Chern
Street ) was a4 beacon. Clark abshere 01 reemembers
Fuller s lis wite, Anre, mvitinsg desien students

v thele Tome for dinner, followed
Prainstarming about the workl and world evens,
Fulles could Be very iatimidicing, “He could de-
sl isl vow 17 vou attempted ddle conversation
which e viewed a8 a4 waste of ime His ileas
be cither hlack op white, He allowed for
ondy st faneetbe of sncanch of griy bt roidelle!

Arther desterlumnus, Rlehaed Helsiern "3,
deseribes Fuiler st " genuine thinker #n orlginal
He had done things in the world, and e expose)
studlerts to his experiences, Oogasionalle D wondd

He rsever ran

T Ty af

Tedid 1
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Fuller hased some
of his concepts on
the designs found
in nature, such as
the marine proto-
10ans called Ra-
diolaria.

The presence of
Buckminster Full-
er on the SIUC
campus from 1956
through 1871 was
@ magnet that
drew students 1o
the design pro-
gram.

R FTRTYEAES

We were

Just spsllbound
Fuller engaged us
In different ways
of thinking

about life and about
what we would do
with ourselves

o make a
contribution

N society

Ross Parkepson '59

discover that independently we had eome L wit
the same thought. and tha simplv elated me”

Fuller tught his first design seminar Jere i
the summer of 1956, meeting with a handful of
studdents an the second floor of Al BLilding,
He was riamed SIUCS first resganch professor in
954, Towhve vears Luer. disgrunthed with Cimpe
administratons. be dccepted offico Spice ar 810
Eddwardsville and then moved o 10 Philadelphia
taktnng st of his papers and documents with
hem B el the design program his colleapues
had worked so hasd 1o establish Bere had heen
tadically altered

Vet design alumui from that ez still rememby
the spirit here. and they remember the deals o
the peaple who ran the earls pragram, “Whats
happened in the workd since then are the kirds
things we envisioned a0 810 i the 100k ol i
b savs. “We are just beginming t e those (deas
OmImE i frution, e qen heginning o urdee
stand e communicagions envirtnment — knowl-
e s an indusies —and o come L wilh new
models and metsphors 10 salve probless, 1If g SIt
wie would have bad the desktp caniputing capac
tes that we e ow, it wosld hewe heen ALY
ter-see: how miich meee we crald have accomnplished.

AI[Jmung Fuller’s influence on the early desian
program and its students was profound, the (e
partment’s faculty members were the anes wh
save the progeam its shupe and direction. Fope-
mast aimong them was Harold 1, Cohen, whi es-
tihlished 8115 Departiment of [hesign o 1956, wis
tts chatrman throush 1963 a0 arrnga| for
Fuller's professorship

Cohen liad béen 0 home Firnishings designer
and @ leacher 2t the semingl Institute of [eslan,
funded by Laselo Moholv-Nagy as a1 offshoor of
the Germian Baubaus movement. The instiute
ik a8 e of its leading philosenlsies thar design
was less a vocation and more of o astitade — “the
conceptual approach used when attacking 1 hu
man problem with contemporary tesourees.” Colien
Lter wrote. But when the institute was taken fwer
b the: Hlinois Tnstituse of Techuology (T3 i) the
early 9505, the eurriculuny shifted toward viea
tional skills and away from ereative thirking nd
problem-salving,

Cohen resigried in pirotest and came to STU o
1955 1o set up his own esign department mndeled
an Moholv-Nagv's curriculum. 1 wanted 1o huilil
sumething special, an etvitomment whepe sUngE
peaple could grow;” Cohen recalled in a recent in.
terview. Tnviting him Dere were two aducatons whe
approached edueation fram a Tiberal perspect ive:
Burnett Shryock, dean of the School of Art and



Musics i 311 President Dehve Morris: Both gave
canstant suppoet to Cahen and bus program. OF
Maeris, Colien savs wdav "Delvie was o very spe-
cial persan, g feffersorman. T loved him”

Coben Lnnched the Depastment of Desien will
thie belief shat i teined W be creative problem-
silviers, designess could be amiong e leders of 3
e e i echitecture, visuad eomumunications,
produet desizry, weban plasing, ecol gl conser-
wetgion, dnd mio ather dspects of social change
He tound at 51 an almest deal setting for explor
ing thitl philesophs “1t wis gl o university
of risk.” savs Herh Mever 38, MS'SY, “Morzis was a
e of guts: and it ook gus w0 sypport such 2
free-wheeling program’

Viohen tapped i the Amerscin spieil of the
tmes. e gacitement of possihilities” At the pro
gram’s heart was the sssemblv of provocative pro-
fesstonls as guest lectuners, 1 triel to bring
tgether & wroup of speeind pepple 2 role models
imprtant thinkers who didit Bt the nermal pat-
tern of architects, desipness, and product plan
ners,” Colien s These professivnals spent 2 few
dias Loy weeks at SHand worked dinecily
with studerns om their projects. To the voung stu-
dents, the nutside lecturess were mestmerizne. 14
even stindy how they crossed thedr legs and held
their eigarettes” Absher savs. Designers Charles
Eames -and Will Burtin, photegrapher Harry
Callahan, paier Josel Albers, psvchalogist B
Skmner, archiiects Paolo Salert and Gvo Obata, en-
ginger Feliy Candela, archirectural critic and hiss
torian Sikwl Mohiol=-Napys, and astrooomer Albert
Wilson were i few of tiese distinguished ouests

Withiat the first five vears of the new depar:-
miend, undeegradute enrollment increased from
abolit s deizen W over B0, and o masters devree
program wis lanched Joining Coben fom Chi-
Cign s nslructons were desteaers Davis Pralt andd
s wifie, Elsa Rula, Many studens defected from
T and the Univessite of (ingis-Nms Pier
come (o sl

Fuller's owerr deseription of the sarky desion
department curriculum was “the comprebensive,
anticipatory science of planmmg mans otal envi-
ronienient,” Moholv-Nage's Vs gz Wation was 21
hamdbook, Carch-pheases were “from the whole (o
the particulas” and “form follows Tunction” Sw-
ieniis were trained ot 1o carry out the ideas of
athers, hut to coneesve ideas of ther o O Prime
desiwn bas no pateon,” weote Fuller "N tikes the
indtarive” ) "We were all chiefs, oo lndbns” sas
alumnus Gareet DeRoiter '63, MFNGS, “The whole
program was structueed o teach people: o gn ool
and became leaders” (thers describe the program
a8 proslucione “generalsts” ableow fit o man
roles i socieny

| wanted to build
something special,
an environment
WNere young people
could grow.

Harold Cohen

Harold Cohen
originated the De-
partment of Design
and was on the
faculty from 1955
through 1963.

A 1967 senior
class design proj-
gct, this Pre-
stressed Tension
Surface Audi-
torium 1ent was
erected by design
seniors in 1969.
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ARCHITECT

Tne of G-

nondale architect Richard A

Heistern B s he Gorevlle

\'l*!‘ i .rl---lj:_-"--.f

() State Bank, schedulsd o

opan at he end ot this
Before estatishing his own
firm i 1972

dar d [FIE0 l

(Chicago arc | firms of
Skidone I nog & Me rr'I

S il ull- -l|I|J fhi

and Wil Partresship
H:'j memberships inciude the
Amencan Insttute of Archilects
and the Natonal |' 5! for His-
oG I"r!'r::..ﬂrx--_-lll-:u" HE WS 8-
‘..I'.-'.:.' H '-[ 1' " .".'Iri IIL::.:ll
ENEMErKS a8 Hul Holse and

.'r--|| |ﬂ-.... A Hob |

P
e
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ardl

LU

Illl.‘l.l.ll:{::L'. unstructured. and filled with the fervor  storming athtude wward creative effort Students

of salving societes comples problems, the progeam
sultered somewhial from being el well defined
As the vears went on anid the disgranlements
Lo the program increasad from off Al of
cammpus. some of e design Instractons ¢
liad i skills
i,'lllliliL"\
Pist-praduation woes of students showed up
eirly as well Design instrocions wen

il this
i or et for dealing with campes

eten bl
Ha switenang o e creative energies of 10
dents, hut they pasd scant attention to the realitios
of what these students would fage in locuing de
stgn-reluted jobs, The fa e breld sy the '|'-l|I-||
1||*l SIS Department of Design would net hecan
avocational school, Technical skills could be
learned in ather departments, if students so chose
lstead, the department concentrted an thinking
skills, savs alumna Cheistine Svec ‘69, MS75. “Al-
though we were very dware of what tools could ac
complish in problem-solving snd communication,
we were taught that in our careers if we wanted (o
e a particular wol, we could hire someone
Apere
e were g hiz of aomebel ¢ geoup. DeRuiter savs

“We were pushang the Iunlrwl Jm'“u practice and
[rsliing the limizs of teaching. W ook o Broa
scope, el thar caused some resentment, Not
sy of the ather farnlty wanted W deal with us
Fwaniddir'l sy we were early hippie-radicals, but |
guess thats hew we were reganded by some people!
That sentiment js shared by insteugtor Kula, who
found design studenss 10 be “mare sshellios and
less predictable” than those enmilled in nther de
[HirTmE s

Thie destgar faculty bombanded studeats with
mental stimuli: Absher savs his eoumses were chiar-
acterized van “information-gathering. br-

"W A man & HOINEST

with: Tameel! Ir]'.‘nu--um'
b willl ermnts nothleg I_l
fii'me

a miﬂ male psychakgr

were mote It solving human peeds than m
tking “something ety In one ssstenment, we
il to depict our e |ives geaphncally theougly
ren-dimensiangl aml three-dimensivnal means; 8
biad tocshom where we-had Deen i life w0 where
W WET OTE.

The studers who generally were the miesl con
trtable in the progran were thase who had re
ceivn] eurlier technical rraining or il experienc
ljl'll could be sapalicd o the coursewnrk |ke som

fis classimptes, Davi Burkstaller 35 wits -
_||.r.-|-.||1.l i the techoical area il wis Faced with
S dot of architestieal stuff that we could work on
i theeey anly Professitouls woudd come down
from Chicags for two weeks and 1ol us, “Here 15
the problem, here @re the parameters. now solve i
Then thevid take our solutions and hesd home
again. He lanehs somewhar ruetully abouy (v o

Barracks holding
classroom, exhibit
and workshop
space for the de-
sign program are
shown linked to-
gether in this
1363 photo.

(ne assignment in
Design 275 (Visu-
al Gommunica-
tions) in the fall
of 1966 was 10
use style, color
and words to con-
Vey a concept.
This poster is hy
Ghristine Ericson
Svec.,



“ln Chicage wday there dre profects this book 2 o
[ike what we desipned a5 students)

Creative profects tested mdividuals aml eams,
A artiche m the Britsh magazine Architectiers!
Hlespgar AJuly 108 describes a4 prajesct 1 caviron-
ment coritrol. “Working to @ very limited budger”
"":Irll l:|:||l.|l.'|'i': WS !f:|uirr-|l ] I:i_":ii;_:l'l H 'FI__”."_'-.._-_l
Kit” for a set nuumber of davs B open country
e dumpal o newls perinsud [Listhe Grass,
Lake] for the given period 1o chech how wel] he
B planmed!™ I anether so-called “primitive
[reiblenn” stuabents were sshed (o ose rutural sh-
JUCLS 1 Creste Wit ||-I'|l lodils @ carrier for 4 given
wedght of e thias en eould be carried sue-
Il

cessiully over rough

Ghrisline Seee regouits an eveniny class taneht

The whole program

was structured
to teach people
to go out and

become leaders.

Barprel DeRulter ‘B3

BUSINESSMAN

Arv nitiating the Product

Styiing and Design [‘Hw
ment at LS. Gypsum Ca,,
Chicano, Waywne P Com f[ll K
‘64 moved to Greenvile, 5.0,
.| ‘IE-F and started High-Lite

o | Gy mantt ﬂrTL. By J I
-‘:.!':h-': poragie Teedight equin:-
ment. In 1988 he purchased
Venture Ride Manufacturing,
which designs, manufacturas,
and sells amusemeant rides for
camivals and amusement
parks.

Former Chautau-
nua Housing bar-
racks were
converted to the
use of design stu-
dents in 1960-61
and housed the
department until
1974.

Fall 1t
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Harold Grosow- r : .

by Iewis Pratt. “He woulkd walk in a1 6 [LEI Gerry-
sky, a faculty On@e J[O d SJ[UC[E'HJ[S ing.a black hew that contained specific prablems
member in design, thit we deal until 9 poan. 10 solve!” she sass. Anx-

and students nose C{:}m meﬂj[ thaJ[ begaﬂl lows stirdents trving to geta head start on the

! i o projects plintully tried o peek i the box when
with the Baskeiry We” | aSSume Fraws hack was wrned. A problen well-stated s 4
! Py

Dome in 1962, proflem solved.” Svec savs she was taught thragh-

| ( ' aul the program. “The courses prepaned me for 4

Gr OSOWSky tore Opeﬂ life of constant change and for how o 6l the L

=y i ” between eeality and the ideal”

hiS Sh”T J[O TBU88| Fue many vesrs, students desipied, wrote, et In
tpe. and prined their own brochures. hooks, and

the WDFdS Prsters. They sel up exhibits, and they produced

stide shows and films. One project created in 196

”N EVER ASSUME” wats 34 20-minute sound film called ~Help Waned —

White” ahout racia) diserimination i Carhongdate,

prj n’[ed on hiS Rula remembers thit money fur equipment and

supplies wits always in short supply, The lack of re-

b_ : h ; J[ suurces, fiowever, actualle had a sond effect on the
are C ESl. progeam and its students, “We were able to create

AOARIms




Hert Roan came
to SIU from his
own prominent de-
sign agency in
New York in 1957
and remained an
instructor until
his retirement in
1980,

Elsa Kula Pratt
and her hushand,
Davis Pratt, were
professional de-
signers who
joined the design
department in the
late 1950s.

very inerssting thinas even withowt the lechoolo-
gv she savs The department’s L shop had o
wionderful collection of woaden 1vpe faces and old
presses that students used 0 desiasing and prini-
gz lmited-rony fooks Wi werent stvmied by aur
fimitations,” she savs, “We became creative because
of them”

The Department of Destpn had noglimorous
racilities i which wowork. Afer two-amd-a-lall
vears 01l the second (then anfished) Hoor of
Morris Library, the department came 1 rest 4
barracks and domes on the west side of campus,
[ 1962, students and staff constructed what they
called “The Spuce Between” (between the har-
racks) Lo answer temmporarily the meneasing nesds
far workshops and exhibin areas, The budger for
the [rject was: st 55,000 0 enciose 5000 square
feet, Designied 10 bast for only two vears, The Space
Between was tsad for 12

Yel the somewhat ramshackle complex of build-
Ings became o parl of the waching process. Sms
Rubs, “We gave each sophamore, umer and senior
& home base in the barracks. a space that he
contled make D bis cwar environment. e could
work there tay and night, and all the rsources
were apen for tse, He had the stimuolation of other
ssudeits working around By W tried e niake
sure there Wis 1 Bxcuse ot Lo credte”

The instructors began 1o st up more special

projects (what one feferred o as “hig pictunine')
that took the curriculum snd studenss diwn MY
side rouds, Springing from a class project, o dis-
psabile Laboratory mouse cage went into produc
tion n 1960 at Lab-Lime Insteuments in Melrse
Park, L (50l leld by SIUC, the patent continues
1 |‘.-|'|x|l.lt:e T aities each vear) Totermational futer
ests also beckaned. Fuller wok students 1 Africa
For o number of vears, Pran and junler desten
studens spent o term in Haiti, In famears 1969,
Pratt and Kula Eft for Thailand oo u enoperatiie
SlU=Thai project to-set up desipn education pro-
griams Lhire

I'eheaey planmimg hecame annther muin coocern
i the 19608, DeRuiter remembers 1t his senijor
chiss took on o project to redesign Cathondzle :u-.i_
then peeserted the city council with their idess
stch as trning [ niversite and Mlinos .|-.f-.|u.|_a;
into eme-wav streets, Throughout the: mid 10 late
|9k clestan students trad inereasingle well-worn
paths across Carbondale, knocking on doars 1o in-
lerview residerns and gathering dat on popula-
tiom. ineeme levels, sl seonomic eends

“u:v af Cohens mest eatemrising projecs here

wits his Experirental Freshman Year Program
962-1903), an attempt to intriduce the possi-
bilities of 3 college education o students fromt the
fmst thind of their high school classes. The [l
oot usell a0 spectally destgned curnewdum and a
stimubating, individualized learming envismment
set up on the second fooe of the Student Ceter.
Faking in. ws it did, the whole of the Lniversily
Mgl steppie it the teertory of other faculn
menbers. sorme of them were extremely opposed
to offering higher education wso-called Tow
achievers™ “Those peeple” sas Cohen today abou
his Gpponents,
krew fow 1 test past perfarmance, but thes had
i ahiliey to judge the capabilities of people’
{Coheny ownt assessment of those students was vin
dicated. Twa-thirds of thase wha were enmolled in
the program that vear wenl on to earn college de-
arees. | B the hickering about the “lew achievers”

“kriew anly hiwe o rade besef They

PUBLISHER

An en‘:rnlm"ﬂﬁ of Commerce

Fublishing Irf| St Lodis since
1974, "'|I.:IrI|._ C
l"IJ:Tr'!":'!} i ”JI ot Ances-
sary Merchandisng magazing,
Qe r Aol Dusinses
publications owned oy the
firm, He operates “lika lhe
head of g subsidiany” he said
T'm involved it all aspects of
e magazine—the Hdliftlr'f'al

oner 'GY

g1=1 28| i

product, advertising sales, ¢
cutation, gefining the r"FJI’i(.'!

and advertsing audiences,

persannzl, prnfing
and gesign”

'?]f

Lab-Line Ingtry-
ments in Melrose
Park, L., still
sells disposable
mouse cages that
were developed
from a design
class project,

Fall 1584



ARTIST

A professor of art at Eastern

llireis |

Invarsity I Charleston

—\.

I'_|. i H’r | 1|-,_|J ar 3 v a'||-” ! ,:,
Spe dnfca N jBweiny and mes-

A5, rE
of Nor
SERING
fors an

15 actve in the Society
h Amensan Goldarmiths
on it beard of dires

¢ editing s newslater

i alsn heads the oraduate

progrer

Aluariiios

M ||‘1r”‘E fen

A sophomore de-
sign student
(around 1960)
demonstrates his
solution to a prob-
lem: A hypotheti-
cal tribe of people
dated 1200 A.D.
possess a spoken
language, knowl-
edge of fire, and
a cutting tool
(simulated by a
pocket knife). Stu-
dents were re-
guired to design
weapons, shelten
cooking methods,
clothing, tools,
play objects, and
seating for a trihe
member "in yood
standing."”

wore Cohen dowi, 1 remember a cartoon tha
stimenne drew about e peculiar’ studens, |t
showed them s three-headed people”

[re PR, the [nstitute for Behavdoral Ressarch
in Washington. B, approached Cohen with o job
offier, and he talked 1t over with Morms. “1 1ok
Belste that the University had hecome 1o tli,
o overspeciadized. [ said that | had become
threat to the faculty, amd thar 1 had w work in 21
place where peuple wamed me” Mter Colien sk
for a vear’s leave of absence, Morris regretfully ug
eorrectly predicied thal Coben would rot retuen.

Ly sumumiing up bis vear$ at SIU as the bead of
4 gronp of crestive instructons, Cohen savs, “We
were available. We had parties, we did theater, we
hiad music. we wrote, we pritged, we sponsored lec
tures. W respected peaple and their hackerounds.
W wene 4 family We were et of an envimnment
of helievers.” A 40-year retrospective of Cohers jm-
pressive carcer 45 A destener and educame was held
last spring in Buffalo. His SIU vears were featised
i part of the exhibie, About his accomplishments
here. he will anly sav. ~Youll hase w udae them
by the aceomplishments of the students”

cc}]‘m‘ﬁ depiariure from the Unitersit ended the
rigst phatse of 2 progran that has gove through
perips four ar five others singe. Bach phase has
produced remarkable energy, and each has s
shaee of satisfied, productive alumni, but esch alsn
sl the program further away from its original
enphisis

A major shift began in the late 1560s with an
Increased interest in compulers among the design
fiiculty, At the siune time: colleges acrss the cou-
tey were reacting tostudents who waned Lo have 2
personal sav in what they would lesim,

Pereeptions ahout what happened in the desisn

A problem well-stated
S a problem solved.
The courses
prepared me for

a life of constant
change and for how
to fill the gap
Detween reality

and the ideal.

Chrigline Svec B9

department m 19686 are comradictony, ar hesy
Willsam Cotner savs b bs still somewhat biter
about his expererces in bis senfor vear, He riga
nesphvie freshmen and 01 Gugrd” senions
seeeaming and velling ot eich other™ s the
tried 10 wark out o new disection for the prograr
students distmantled the. o department with
Dlessings aof the facalte. and 1Be old womden g
mietal tepefuces that Bl been used for veass 1o
creative projects were thrown oul by the harrelfy
The barracks and The Space Between were re-
tesigned. The vse of computers in coumsswork: e
e more important but Cotner remembers th
the equipment was slow and frusteating to apern
“For me” he sas Vit was 3 lost vear”

Other graduates front that perind recall thas ¢
changes were well-organized and thas ssudens
were looking forwiard w the future of what they
perceived as a revitalized program. Christine Sve
views the JO68. A VEAT 5 0 exercse 11 group d
namics, and that it was beneficial for sludents 1o
help change the direction of the program.

The changes in the original progrim were #p
parent to kula, however, who seturnad 1o CamIpiL



)

i 1974 afler five v 0 Sotheast Asi ~The
geeen hareacks and dames were gone” she sis,
b the program had Been mioved 1o the Blue
berrschs” The department. oo, had heen shifted
administrativedy from the Schoal of &l Music
1o e Gollese o Hummn Bescurces, A stcossion
it churmen folliwed. A one point 3 professar of
clothamg and textiles—a tramed chemist —served
s chatrman of the Departiment of Desigm

Fuller was wore, as well, His influence on the
proram wnd s interest in it had waoed T the
end of the 19608 Over he vears he ad sl up
working relationships with other universiies el
was less frequently seen in Carhondale, Faculn
metnbers questioned the hig salary 10 continued
o gy i By 1971 both the Carbondale adminis-
tration and Fuller msell bad redsons o be re-
lieved that the official association had ended

[ the 19705, the demands of accredisaton and
the desire of students for well-Gefined skills lad 1w
entrses: thial concentrated more on specific ech-
nigue and less on general process, Today the de-
sagn major s found e the School of At and
Design within the College of Communzations and
Fitie Arts, Students specialize i either visual com
muiieations or product Jesign. A nusters dereg
in design i o longer offersd.

el ane of the SIUG courses that alumni, -
wardless of major, continue to recall most vividly is
i glass that wday is known By the e GE-C 203
[ Innewztiont for e Conlemporary. Environment™),
i genenl studies course Jaunghed by Cohen in the

arly 1960 and taught for many vears by Harald
Grosswshee Affectionatels called “Me GO or “Weind
Harokl™ b students, be bad a big bag of creative
teacliing tricks 1o keep them interested and alest,
Thuriig: his lectuires, he addressed comments o an
meinary dover named Zelda Once, 1o0a studens
comment that hegan. “Well, [ asume
Cirusomwsiy tore open his shirt 1o reveal the wonds
PREVER ASSUME” printed on his hare chest

Sow taught by design alumaus Larey Buseh
TOLMETO (he pourse s sl so innovative and

suecessful that he frequently gives seminars ahaut

it stround the countey, He estimates thas at lest
33,000 peepile lgwe taken the course lien: since jts
intrduction. “Although many of the propes in
e eourse hive evolved Busch savs, “the insent is
still the same: Were interested in fore one thinks,
ot sl e thinks”

Il'l numbers: design program graduates: are small
e, From 1957-85. the University bas sradu-
ated only 955 of them, less than one percent of all
sraduates of this institution, Measurel in wems of
b prograny's impact on their lives, howesver, de-
si progri priduates can be sald wobe among
e st satistied

Joim Bis came to SIU after o vears of stifling
reotmientation i the armed serviees, The atmo-
sphiere here was “very creative, very refreshing,
Mentally, | began 1o blosom, Essentially, o gave
e 2 salid grounding in the belief that learing

Design students
and instructor
Davis Pratt
(standing at right)
meet in depart-
mental space on
the second floor
of Morpis Library
in this photo
taken around
1960.
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GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Pm.- Angell ‘57, MSRG oes: andl Pizza Hut annual e draves of unknown dean T

(featured on the cover of this  narts: and nosters lamots. poster s now in the
BB 15 Today one of the ne When the term “the gjlant colzclion of the Museum of
aminent graphic desioners in- maorty” was coined i the Modem Art i New York
the Unted States. He ;.r|r_I Nl Nixon-Vietnam War era, Angel Anael has racaived moare th
staff of Pimo Angell Inz. work 2nd photooranher Lars Speyer 250 professional avards for
from siudio s pace an Fsom ceated & black and white Me work

abeet It San Frandsco POSIEr snowing the wards
dlive a photo of a hillside of
mbstonas marking the

I his bogk, Anged Fd-f-a_.
acsnowledgment to 17 peo
Lok H‘;" s i Marketi e whal have most influent '—]
Mumber One (Rockpart I*I - Aim, "both personal dnd dis-
Ishers, 1988, § -’8 95), Angal =) ik tant” Four of them were &

e -w“w"cr 12 Spacic patkag part of SIU's garly Deparime

NG cesign problems Brought o ot Dasign (Harold Coben, R
0-him oy clems and shows ” e E:u-:krr*-uf'ﬁtﬂr Fuller, Herb

; VBERNET Sal i
he: process of armving at the 174 Meyer and Hertr Roan), Ange

Solution. The firms lengthy fst A h.f‘ﬂ, ar remar ciose
of projects Includes packa qing friends. As SIU classmates

for Christian Brothers wine Loth were advertising majars

N & regently publs

Califomia- Coolers. Shasts WhHO Trangrerfed 16 the new
canved baverages, Capn Sun Depanment af Design, sensy

fruil drnk, TreaSweet fri
lices, Formula 209, and Con-
Qe mator ail: 10gos, signage;,
and otfer idontiiss for Banang
Republic, the Daklard Athio-

It someting more exciting
Andl atimulating than the fizlg
that Meyer calls “iing in prirt

Desion instrucior Eisa Kula
rememnbers Angell as 8 si-
gent. 23 well A sersitve andg
and teacher but over the
lough faskmaster she meals
thial .Hn-._ml entered the pro-
gram as "just a kid out of one
of e Ittle towns in Southem
ingre, 2l he was ful of
ougn edges. His shuff wasnt
ealra-specia. But he leamed
e process, and the polish
came along later”
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Students were more
nto solving

human needs than
in making
"something pretty”

Glark Absher '61

i ke element 1n human developmen” For Wil-
iy Cotner. 1he design eurrteulum “opened
eves to ook at hoth sides of an jssae and o figure
At aternatives oy situation.” Alds Richerd
Hedstern, the desian ficulty “npde vou gware of
T intecconected evervthing & and Bow mn-
kind eannot e divaraed Trom the cpviennment”
Another graduate, Terry Svee T s the program
taught himn 1o “sobve aspects of evervilay Tife 1'm
in gonteol today, and 1 lesrmed 30 designe Antics-
pratary dusign science is a way of life”

The progeam and its faculty didat eodile sto
denls, Before thev were allowed 1o eomoll, thev had
ter shiw a portholin or otheraise prove that the
eould handle the progeam. Once i some of them
discoveral the courses were oo demanding o 1ot
specialized enougl. O the B0 orsn peaple wha e
teredd the program with Garret DeRuiter i the Jate
1950, only seven remained b his senior vear 1
mately, DeRuiter sas, the program “gave vou 4
serrse o wesuredness ahoot voursell You Tl o
have fetiiude 1o et throwgh @ very densanding
program.”

SIS fisting of known job titles for design
alumnl shows husiness owners and managers. en-
aineers, photooraphers. cliv planness, nublishers,
survevors, and deans, as well as visual designers,
product designers, and architects: Mumnt mayv also
he discovered amony sducators, winemakers, bro-
kers. pealogists, woadworkers, bandlords: and comi-
puter programmens. They work in the Peace Gomis
el with the World Game

That a Cohen-Fuller style program i sl
sevededd i society could be argued affirmatively by
sy carky sraduates, That it i dleired by society
i5 another matter: The earhy design program
noisy, colorful. rebellious in the sense of challong-
ing the status quiv—was @ reflection of is times
aenel it students, bul times ol sidents chanee,

“| de not hesitate to sav that for all gs compli-
cations, the Depurtment of Design was the mngt
valued learning experience 1 my life." savs Horb
Mewer "M messy as the department ilwsvs wis,
the penple who emergead from it had their lives

toiched and affected o extraondinary wavs. The
older | get. the more | understamd what a pro-
ot inpact thae peogram had oo thess of us
wh were there, il how aur lives were enrichad
hecause of 10"

Clark A. Absher 61 became a graphic destener
arid et diceetor and later owned 2 Ford franchise
linckay e 1= sessistant vige presiclent of The Sanonal
Bank i Carmi, [l

John 8. Big '66, nuw msociate dean of the
school of Archoectime and Planviog al the e
sitv a8 Boffalo-SUNY, s active an the hoants of
Butfalo Historie Preservation and of the Erie Coun-
I Devlonment Administrtion

David £ Burkstaller 'S8, for oy veas
Froker, took i early retivement and ow i prosi-
ettt sl CEO of Merder Business Systems i Sar
aselel, Fla,

W. Larry Busch '70, M3'70, is wsisian pro
fessor of design w1 SIUC. He-holds a number of
prixhuct patents and 15 4 consultant 1o businesses
and a lecturer in edueation shout creative prob
lemesalving;

Harold L. GoRen spent 10 vears 2 aducationa)
dlisector of the lnstitute of Behgvdorl Researeh in
Washington, TLC T 1974 Ie Decame dean of the
school of Architectuee and Ervironmental Dasipn
dl SUNY-Buffalo fnow the University at Buffalo-
ST Although retived, he continues 1o be qn
active researcher

Elsa Kula cetired from SIUC i 1978 and lves in
Getnestifle, Fla,, where she is 2 painter and con-
tintes to design, Her hushand, Thods Pratt, vetboed
fromn SIUC fn 1982 gnd died In 1987

Herb J. Meyer ‘58, M8'59, o Carbopiale re-
liced this vear as dicecior of Unversity Photocam-
muications. He remains an active conss

S0 and pussnes oomersus photographic, histort-

cal, e writig projects, inchading filim gelsvision
wiick for Marlon Framdo,

E. Ross Parkerson ‘59 meceritly vetival sifter 30
vears as 4 ity planmer for Marin County, Santa
Bosat, and San Diego in Califirmia. He i85 msi-
dent of Pentaduma, Calif,

Christine Ericson Svec '69, M8'75, MA'87,
worked for planning commissicns in Harrishure,
L, and Cashondule before joining SHUC. where

shie 3 director of the Otfice of Project Development,

Mazgement and Evaduation w the Cotlege of
Technical Careers

Taery J, SVeC ‘70 is director of |niversite holo
eommunications 4p SIUC The unit produces
viders, multi-seneen slide shows, public service an-
newncements, photography for publications, sl
xhibits

Members of a 66-
member student
design team dis-
cuss their proto-
lype of a low-cost
housing plan fop
Garbondale. The
sefting is a geo-
desic dome class-
room-workshop.




